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Violence: Condoned or Condemned

I. The Narrative
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1 And Dina the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne unto Yaakov, went out to see the
daughters of the land. 2 And Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw
her; and he took her, and lay with her, and humbled her. 3 And his soul did cleave unto Dina
the daughter of Yaakov, and he loved the maiden, and spoke comfortingly unto the

maiden. 4 And Shechem spoke unto his father Hamor, saying: 'take me this girl for a

wife.' 5 Now Yaakov heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter; and his sons were with his
cattle in the field; and Yaakov held his peace until they came. 6 And Hamor the father of
Shechem went out unto Yaakov to speak with him. 7 And the sons of Yaakov arrived from the
field when they heard; and the men were distressed, and they were deeply angered, because
he had committed an outrage in Israel by lying with Yaakov's daughter;-such a thing should not
be done! 8 And Hamor spoke with them, saying 'Shechem, my son longs deeply for your
daughter. Please give her to him as a wife. 9 And intermarry with us; give your daughters to us,
and take our daughters for your selves. 10 And you shall settle among us; and the land shall be
before you; settle and trade in it, and acquired property therein.' 11 And Shechem said to her
father and brothers: 'Let me find favour in your eyes, and what you say to me | will

give. 12 Greatly inflate upon me the marriage settlement, and | will give whatever you say; only
give me the maiden for a wife.' 13 And the sons of Yaakov answered Shechem and Hamor his
father with guile, and spoke, because he had defiled Dina their sister, 14 And said to them: 'We
cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a disgrace for
us. 15 Only on this condition will we consent to you: if you will become like us, that every male
of you be circumcised; 16 then will we give our daughters to you to view, and we will take your
daughters to us, and we will settle with you, and we will become one people. 17 but if you will
not listen to us, to be circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone.' 18 And
their words pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son. 19 And the young man did not delay
doing the thing, for he wanted Yaakov's daughter. And he was the most honored of all his
father’s household. 20 And Hamor and Shechem his son came to the gate of their city, and
spoke with the men of their city, saying: 21 'These men are peaceable with us; let them settle in
the land, and trade therein; for, behold, the land is large enough for them; let us take their
daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22 Only on this condition will the
men consent unto us to dwell with us, to become one people, if every male among us be
circumcised, as they are circumcised. 23 Shall not their cattle and their substance and all their
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beasts be ours? Only let us consent to them, and they will settle with us.' 24 And to Hamor and
to Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was
circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city. 25 And it came to pass on the third day,
when they were in pain, that two of Yaakov’s sons, Shimon and Levi, Dina's brethren, took each
man his sword, and came upon the city unawares, and slew all the males. 26 And they slew
Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took Dina out of Shechem's
house, and left. 27 The sons of Yaakov came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, which had
defiled their sister. 28 Their flocks and their herds and their donkeys, and all that was in the
city, and all that was in the field, they took 29 And all their wealth, and all their children and
their wives, took they captive and plundered, even all that was in the house. 30 And Yaakov
said to Shimon and Levi: 'Ye have troubled me, to make me odious among the inhabitants of
the land, among the Canaanites and among the Perizzites; and, | being few in number, and
should they band together against me and attack me; | shall be destroyed, | and my

house.' 31 And they said: 'Should we treat our sister like a harlot?

Approachl. Judgment Rendered; Sentence Executed
0 719 071 NIR%N 0"ann
T NN
NIX 'NTNYI LR NIXN WA 177 1791179 752 D'UDIWI [T A'WIN 2N L[ TN 7V [0 ]Ixn TXDI
NNY ,NA"N DOW '72V2 70 1A' NNA DT 911,902 AN 17X NIXN yawn NNX 7Y 12yw N1 a1 ,0yn
N7 2N 2N '9 2V1 NRNN K72 TR T TAR TV 2701 N 2ILINNRT K210 YT IRY DNIE772 DDW
.DN7 NYUK |ITN K71 NUK NITY2

Seven Noachide Laws

. Do not steal

. Do not kill

. Do not commit acts of sexual immorality
. Do not eat the limb of a living animal

. Do not practice idolatry

. Do not blaspheme God

a0 Ul WN -

. Dinim: Establish a legal system

The Rambam maintains

1. The rule to establish a legal system mandates the establishment of setting up of courts of law

designed to enforce the other six Noachide Laws. Due to their failure to enforce such justice,

not only Shechem, himself, but all citizens of Shechem of merited the death penalty.
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Approach Il. Plan A, Plan B, Ultimately off the Rails
2' 7109 T7 719 N'wXN2 ["ann
2IN DOXI,0'WN 2 D IWY' K7W 1awN D 12T 72 DN 72mn'7 Dnka antn nnnn D nalvnnl
NINTI ,D0Y N'2Nn DNA DX INR'1 D'2AXID DNI'NA 'Y7¢n DI IXKIA 0712 D7D 1'n' DX'w1AT7 1yny!
..... Q' 'WIKR 7D 12001 0NN DRINYT 1IXY NY71[IVRYL L, DNAN NIYIAL D'NRD 7D XY
172 DT )I9YW7 NTN NWYNN D' T¥N APV’ 2 1YY )'NILIT7RY DN
NINI,D7' TN 2V 0'i¥n N1 12w i (T"0 0"D 0 Nidn 0"an) 0'YSIY 1901 'YW NNl
NN L9701 20N KIN [N NNK 7V 12YW N A1 L[N NIXN WA (177 1791799 991 10T A'wing
DOV 721 75 12NN AT 11901 .90 AN ARNN AT N 1N7 INT X710 [0n DNR 7Y 1YY TR
JNNT X721 W IR DNLL,TA DDYW DY AN
DNN TNO OXI, 0NN NDITE OTIZ NIFNT 2N 11'AR ApY' 0D D DRY ,2'WA 012102 1770 02T |'NI
NIXN 1YY DT DN X701 ,0%'901 D701 DNIX WAYI,0'AT NNd INX DOX ORI 102 7V 0vd nnY?
:0'7'¥NI D'N7NA 1NLAL
NIY 72X , 7272 1791179 792 11T 2A'WIn D1'K DN7YW NIXNA YawA N1 27 R TN YT I
1N'aN2 721N1 |'R'T NIAXI DNONAI 01IXI DNINIYN ' TE DY YDWI PUIVI NNAINE N2 ' T DNIX
LKW IOXIY 1T VD L[N KXI'DI 0NN Nzn ' TENI71 nI7a el

The Ramban Maintains

1. The Noachide law of Dinim is not limited to the establishment of courts of law-but includes
the obligation to develop a system of laws similar to the system of Jewish law governing
monetary matters, personal injury, etc.

2. Nonetheless, the citizens of Shechem were not deserving of death for failing to control their
leader. They were deserving of death for various other transgressions, but it was not the
responsibility of Yaakov’s sons to carry out their sentence.

3. Both Yaakov and his sons were in on the plan, which did not initially entail the massacre of
the city’s inhabitants. Given the opportunity, however, . .Shimon and Levi avenged their sister

Approach lll. A Preemptive Strike
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The words of the Shechemites betrayed their true intent.
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The Shechemites regretted their agreement

Approach IV. The Culmination of Vayishlach’s Theme: Real World Ambiguity

Parshat Vayishlach: Complexity, Ambiguity, Ambivalence

e Contact
e Posture
e Angel

e Reunion

e Aftermath
e Double Name Change
e Shimon, Levi and Shechem
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Why “.... the daughter of Leah?”
17 7179 N'wXRIA ["ann
DTN .ONNARI D'ARILD'RIZAN 171 [IVAY NINK X'OY 17 - Apv'7 nT?' (WX A7 N2 0oLl (X)
N2 INIZ D'NRN 7D 'D - ApY'? NT? TWN

Connection to Shimon and Levi...
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Nature, nurture...
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An inconclusive interchange ...

2'-::N1D P19 12TNa
MX? NYUNTIR NN AT

'M'73°X71 DDINA 'MXIPNIX IXKIPA 7RI 700 "MNNTNR 2'WN [0 NNRT]2 TR 0N'e
MXI72 7KW

DI7Y 'MNANIN 17 [N 230 X DY

A “blessing of peace” for a zealot?
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A father’s admonishment ...



